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General Risk assessment 
Church name: Our Lady, Mother of the Church
Assessment carried out by: Church volunteer; Kevin Higgins
Date assessment conducted: 14 December 2025

	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing to control the risks?
	What further action do you need to take to control the risks?
	Who needs to carry out the action?
	When is the action needed by?
	Done

	Risk of slips when floors are wet/damp – especially during church cleaning.

	Church volunteers/cleaners
	Arranging appropriate signage to display where ‘wet’ cleaning is taking place.
	Advise cleaners of this potential risk, and availability of the signage.
	Tony Allen
	Sept 25
	DONE

	Risk of emergency doors closing and causing injury
	Parishioners in the event of an evacuation from the church via the two emergency exits
	Planning purchase of appropriate cabin hooks.
	Large Cabin (12-15’’ size) hooks will be purchased, and installation arranged,  to secure the emergency doors safely when opened.
	Tony Allen
	Jan 26
	

	Risk of fall from height when a ladder is used to hang banners or to light the sanctuary lamp
	Parishioners/passkeepers
	Advising parishioners likely to perform this task of the risks.


	The repositioning of the sanctuary lamp, at a lower height, or it’s replacement with a battery operated lamp, has been discussed at the PPC meeting, but is considered a low risk issue to address at present.
	Kevin Higgins
	Ongoing monitoring
	


	Risk of trips due to steps into side chapel
	Parishioners, clergy or visitors
	Handrails have been installed from the church interior into the hall and also into the sacristy.
	Subject to the outcome of ongoing discussions about potential modifications to the hall and Lady Chapel, it may be necessary to arrange for further Handrails to be installed.
	PPC
	A decision to be made after review with Adams Napier Partnership in 2026
	

	Risk of bookcase in church foyer toppling and causing injury

	Parishioners or visitors
	Affix the bookcase to the wall, OR, dispose of the bookcase safely
	Consult with PPC at meeting in Feb 2026
	Kevin Higgins
	Spring 2026
	

	Risk of burns, due to inappropriate use of candle holders:
-ensure candles do not remain lit at the end of Mass/service
- ensure the candle holder is not moved when it contains lit candles
	Parishioners or visitors


	Passkeepers routinely blow out candles after Mass/services.
	This risk has been discussed at PPC meetings during 2025 and precautions taken. Recorded as an ongoing risk to be monitored.
	Kevin Higgins
	Ongoing monitoring
	

	Electrical risks:
-ensure all appliances are switched off when not in use/attended

	Church volunteer cleaners/parishioners 
	Church volunteers and cleaners have been advised to monitor this risk item.

- re switching off appliances/sockets when not in use.

Re arranging for cable coverings to be used where necessary/appropriate
	This risk has been discussed at PPC meetings during 2025 and precautions taken. Recorded as an ongoing risk to be monitored.
	Kevin Higgins
	Ongoing monitoring
	

	Hot water risks;
-Hot water urn is positioned close to a walkway and needs to be plugged into a wall socket at the side of the sink in the hall.
-the kettle also needs to be plugged in next to the walkway, and it has a short electrical cable.
-risk of scalding or burns 
	Adults and children using the hall for coffee mornings, etc
	Care is taken when using the hot water urn, but it’s positioning means the risk cannot be totally mitigated whilst it remains in its current position.
	Arrange for the electric wall socket to be moved to the other side of the sink, so that the hot water urn and the kettle can be plugged in away from the walkway. This is a mitigating action, but would still require the urn to sit on the sink drainer. A more permanent solution would be to have the sink repositioned such that the drainer is on the opposite side of the sink to its current position. 
	Pending outcome of Adams Napier review of chapel/hall, and further discussion with PPC and Parish Priest
	Spring 2026
	

	Risk of presence of asbestos in floor tiles:
- identified as low risk in Asbestos survey conducted in August 2025
	Cleaners using former Confessional areas (situated to the rear of the chapel) to store cleaning materials. Artificial flowers also stored in this room.

	All flooring in the former Confessional areas was removed by professional contractors during 2025. 

Both rooms will be checked on a monthly basis to ensure no further floor damage.
	
The upcoming review of the chapel/hall area by Adams Napier Partnership will include an assessment of any risk of asbestos, and will be taken into account before any action is taken.
	Pending outcome of Adams Napier review of chapel/hall, and further discussion with Parish Priest
	Spring 2026
	

	Risk of Hazardous Materials at the church:
-cleaning materials stored in the church building or garage.
	Cleaners or church Gardener.
	All materials held in the church have been checked by the H&S team, and found to be household detergents and polish only.
All hazardous materials found in the garage, including fire accelerants, inflammables and redundant grass cutters have 
been removed and disposed of safely. 
	Cleaning staff and Gardener have  been informed of what is deemed ‘hazardous’ material, and periodic reviews to follow.
	Tony Allen
	Action completed
	DONE

	Risk of Legionella bacteria 
	Parishioners, Visitors or Church Gardener
	Full Legionella survey conducted in 2025 by professional contractors, and remedial actions/repairs conducted by Lothian Heating Ltd on 11 Dec 25. This also included the removal of the old wall-mounted water heater which was no longer operable and so a potential risk.
	Periodic checks to ensure compliance with revised procedure.

.
	H&S team




	Action completed




	DONE

	Risk of Carbon Monoxide leakage 
-particularly adjacent to the Boiler Room
	Parishioners or contractors/workmen attending the church.
	A CO Detector has been wall mounted at the entrance to the Boiler Room. The Detector has a 10-year battery life.
	Ensure that Fire Alarm testing also includes testing of CO Detector, on a weekly basis.
	Tony Allen
	Action completed
	DONE

	Risk of slips or falls when exiting from the emergency exit route leading to the ‘Assembly Point’ in the car park:
-the grassy slope leading down to the car park contains tree roots and can also be uneven and slippery underfoot.
	Parishioners and visitors
	During 2025 a new set of steps was built, with a robust handrail, to remove the risk of people slipping on the grassy slope. The steps run from the top of the slope by the emergency exit gate, down to the car park where the Assembly Point is situated.
	Passkeepers need to be positioned during any emergency exercise at the top and bottom of the new steps, to assist as necessary. Passkeepers have all been given instruction in this responsibility.
	Kevin Higgins
	Action completed
	DONE

	Risk of slips or falls on the narrow paved path on the Curriehill Road side of the church, used by Funeral parties, and other parishioners
	Parishioners and visitors
	During 2025 the path at the side of the church was widened to allow the safe movement of funeral parties and other parishioners.
	None
	Kevin Higgins
	Action completed
	DONE
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